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E-learning supports teaching ESL
A group of Perth teachers are exploring the use of e-learning to broaden and enrich the learning experience of students from non-English-speaking backgrounds.  
Twelve teachers from West Coast TAFE’s Adult Migrant Education Service (AMES) and Central TAFE’s Adult Migrant Education Program unit are part of a project to learn how to find and customise online English as Second Language (ESL) tools and resources. 

The project is being funded by LearnScope, which is the professional development project of the national training system’s e-learning strategy, the 2005-2006 Australian Flexible Learning Framework.

The ESL group is being led by Philip Nichols of AMES’s professional development unit who said e-learning is an effective way to engage ESL students.

“E-learning opens up the range of training options available to teachers. This program will be especially useful as every AMES course now has a computer-lab session each week,” Mr Nichols said.

The teachers chosen to participate in the program were selected after an information technology (IT) skills audit.

The audit asked respondents about their skills level in such areas as using web browsers and search engines, downloading and opening programs from the web and the basics of digital graphics and sound. 

Mr Nichols said he is hoping the project will broaden the IT skills of the lecturers and lessen the teachers’ reliance on commercially produced training materials.
“With IT, keeping up to date is crucial. If in the process we can also discover new ways to use e-learning, that’s got to be a great outcome for everyone.”
For more information on the Framework’s LearnScope project and activities happening in Western Australia visit: http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/learnscope/wa
For more information about the Framework, its products, resources and support networks, contact the National Communication Project, tel: (07) 3247 5511, email: enquiries@flexiblelearning.net.au or visit: http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au
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For more information about this story contact the Framework National Communication Project, Hayley Beck or Sean Felsman
tel: (07) 3307 4700, or email: flexenews@flexiblelearning.net.au 
Notes to editors
· The 2005-2006 Australian Flexible Learning Framework (Framework) is a national strategy collaboratively funded by the Australian Government and all States and Territories at AUD$15 million annually. The Framework provides the vocational and technical education (VTE) system with e-learning skills, professional development opportunities, products, resources and support networks to meet today’s increasingly technology-driven learning environment. 
· The current Framework builds on the success of the 2000-2004 Framework which produced a range of new products, resources and support networks that have improved awareness of, and access to, greater e-learning opportunities. During 2000-2004, the Framework provided direct funding and support to more than 20,000 teaching and training professionals and developed approximately 500 e-learning products and more than 18,000 resources. 
· LearnScope is one of 14 Framework projects. It provides teachers and trainers with the skills they need to use technology in the delivery of vocational and technical education training programs. This includes how to incorporate podcasting, video conferencing and the use of handhelds into their teaching and training practices. 
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